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"THE DAMNED STUFF CALLED 
ALCOHOL." 

I believe that alcohol, to a certain 
degree, demoralizes those who make 
it, those who sell it, and those who 
drink it. 

I believe from the time It Issues 
from the coiled and poisonous worm 
of the distillery until it empties into 



it demoralizes everybody that touches 
it. 

I do not believe that anybody can 
contemplate the subject without be- 
coming prejudiced against this liquid 

All you have to do Is to think of the 
deaths— of the suicides, of the insan- 
ity, of the poverty, of the ignorance, of 
the distress, of the little children tug- 
ging at the faded dresses of weeping 
and despairing wives, asking for 
bread; ot the men of genius it has 
wrecked; of the millions who have 
struggled with imaginary serpents 
produced by this devilish thing. 

And when you think of the Jails, of 
the almshouses, of the prisons, and of 
the scaffolds upon either bank, I do 
not wonder that every thoughtful man 
inst the damned stuff 



I. prej 
called 



ROBERT Q. INGERSOLL. 



"Keep Church and State forever 
separate."— Gryt. 

"In no sense whatsoever is this gov- 
ernment founded upon the Christian 
religion." — Washington. 

"The divorce between Church and 
State should be absolute."— Garfield. 



COLLEGE of MEDICINE 
& SURGERY, Chicago 



Laboratories fully equipped 
Abundance of Clinical Material. 
r»EEP MODERATE. 
Pall term opens in September. 
Write today for Catalog to 
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unty, Keafocky, lias become 
violently Insane mer i.ligion. For 
weeks be read the Hilile day and 
night, saying he had a scheme 
unite all the churches into one. 



sincere In their origin, and 
Important In Hie development of hu- 
manity, the time has come, I believe, 
when the most of them, I will not 
say all, have become distinguished by 
archaic and obsolete marks." 

On the nth of May at Richmond, 
Va . the Catholic bishops. Vandiver 
and Magri, narrowly escaped death by 
the side of the bishops' palace, being 
crushed in by the fall of an adjoining 
building. Strange how God will de 
stoy His own property and place the 
lives of His ambassadors in jeopardy 

Trinity Methodist Sunday school of 
Louisville. Ky., has formed its hoy 
pupils into a military company 1 



Tie military Sunday 
school seems to be one method of 
■orshiping the Lord in the beauty of 
holiness." 

News from Bulgaria says that the 
Mosipie at Kinpruit was blown up by 
dynamite on May 9th and 200 Mos- 
who were at prayer were burled 
In the ruins. a Macedonian named 
Popoff committed the deed and then 
committed suicide. Of course the re- 
igionist Popoff committed his soul to 
the keeping of his God. It seems to 
me that God would get dreadfully 
tired welcoming murderers into Par- 
adise. 

The Very Rev. Father Adolph, pas 
tor of the Catholic church at Will- 

. sville, N. Y., has just returned 

from Rome and brought a piece of 
iss on which Christ was cruci- 
lt Is about the size of a very 
small pin and Is In a rich gold frame 
and is covered with glass." Wonder- 
ful relic! Of course it is genuine piece 
of the true cross. One has hut to 
look through a microscope "with the 
f faith 1 to discover that it Is 
te. A church at Milan, Italy, 
its holy of holies a wisp of hay 
the manger in which Christ was 
and also a few threads of the 
twaddling cloth that enveloped 
the Holy Child. Precious relics. They 
must have made wonderful goods In 
those days Certainly their wearing 
qualities could be recommended. 



Pop 



XIII. 



Catholic church. Here is a Hp for 
American women who sell themselves 
with colossal fortunes thrown In for 
European titles, and for American 
who renounce their American 
enshlp to have | handle to their 



I Mr. Pe 



b-nob 



title 



millions into the coffers of the 
old man on the Fiber and receive ab- 
solution and titles at the same time 
No doubt many of our American wo- 
uen would gladly dispense with their 
•omits and dukes of they could hold 
,n i<> their titles No doubt the be- 
itowtBI of titles will be one of the 

lies, and when it li well advertised 

he Cuited States will swarm with 
•mints. Bar la, Dukes and Marquises 
if the Pope's making You pay your 
noney and you take your choice. Mi 

lull Martin fcfahoney win soon 



>n. William Booth, founder of the 
Salvation Army, came to the United 
States last winter to replenish _ 



ellglous r 
le in orde 



I is a sample of the 
he dealt out to the peo- 
o tap the; 



Cisco on "Confession of Sin" he said: 
Oh, my brother! Oh, my brother! 
Oh, my brother! Oh. my sister, sister, 
Bllter I Oh, my friend. friend, 
stranger, stranger, come to the Lord. 
Many people do not like the General 
beeaOM ha talks of the devil and hell 
Haven't you lived in hell here, some 
of you? Oh, my God. my Cod, my 
God, my God, to think that people im- 
agine that they can taste the sweets 
of sin and that It would turn to gall 
lips. What 



rittt ro 

Men 



.1 it up' 
are fools, 
ath. death, 
for the fa 

Why did 
en to build 
Ba I ration 



it preachers 
s nrlnted in 
stly of the 



I truth is. congregations aa] 
ed to what preachers say, and 
tell ten minutes after a ser- 
s been preached what it was 



■alary, and h 

bout the idealisms he preaches 
an a uoo.l.n Indian. If It 
for the collection box preach- 
mld go out of fashion. When a 
lands before a congregation anil 



Our Dead 
Ing'ersoll 



By JOSEPHINE K. HENRY. 

(From Boston Investigator.) 

0 conservative' a paper as the 
timore Sun, in so orthodox a city 
Baltimore, in a recent issue de- 
es more than a column of comment 

review of the Dresden edition of 
onel Ingersoll's complete works, 
oughout the extended notice there 

1 labored effort to restrain enthus- 
iastic acceptance and admiration for 
the subject-matter of the twelve vol- 

s, which stand unrivaled in depth 
of thought, humanitarian ideas, (halt- 
diction and burning eloquence In 
all the range of modern literature. It 
'"' not do Tor the orthodox to openly 
accept the teachings of Colouel Inyer 
soil, or to accord his ability, mental 
honesty and world-wide influence a 
icant measure of justice, but— 
The thoughts of men are widening 
With the process of the suns," 

the pulpit and the press are pur 
Ing the ttre of Colonel Ingersoll's 
ion and eloquence as the world 
ances, without acknowledging the 
tenee or source of their spoken ai- 
ded words and Ideas. Not long 
■e a Catholic priest who eleotrified 
congregation with a wonderful ief 



had been plagiarize il from 1 1 
Agnostic'' veiled behind a few Romlsti 
doctrines. 

The Baltimore Sun says It "will not 
review the works of lngersoll from 
the eotitroversal but from the stylist 
viewpoint." Twenty years ago the 
pulpit and the press misjudged, nils 

any « seated maligned ami wrong. ■ 

this man who never committed trea 
against his honest convictions 
and who left the American people tht 
beneficiaries of one of t.ie nobles' 
lives iii history Wliy IBOOM not th« 
Baltimore Sun review Mr. IngersoU': 
works from a "controversial view 
point'.'" Do the ghosts of Gladstone 
Cardinal Manning. Judge Bind am 
Rev Benry M. Field warn the Sui 

the controversial mental combat- 



controversies are In cold type and tin 
world has declared who won the vie 
tuiv. The Sun virtually makes thi 
adiui. - ion ill these words: 

"As master of logical coiitroversv 



master of oratory his bitterest oppo- 
nents concede him the palm, while 
lamenting what they consider the - 

version of his talent. • • • Ii 



Baby 
Missionary 
I Society 



earning the Gospel to the end of the 
earth/* The Cincinnati Post de- 
scribes ii thus: 
B A B 1 1 S AS MEMBERS 

OK WOMEN'S AUXILIARY. 
An important organization of the 
I'l-oi.-tant Episcopal Church Is the 
Bab) Branch of the Women's Aux- 
iiiaiy Society of the Southern Ohio 
Diocefe. It is composed entirely of 

Children, and members are 

admitted when one day old, Many 
babies' of two and three days are 
taken Into the society, and are mem- 
bet ' 1 1 1 1 1 1 the age of 15 or 16, when 
the glHs are taken into the Women's 
Auxiliary and the boys join the va 

'I I;,- object of the society is to train 
children in mission work of the 
church.. o they may take their 

THREE BRANCHLS. 



iirun 

d< Dl <■• 



last Wednesday by 
of the Church of the Resurrec 
Mrs. Eric Wilder as Presi- 
her officers of the society 



I s offering 
it repeats this lit 
bless the missionaries 
Little Helpers everywnere. 

YOUNGEST MEMBER. 
Robert Hudson Caffee, 4 months 
i, is i he youngest member of the 
Fernbank branch. Norman Cecil 
e President's 2-year-old 
irdent "Little 



. Dear little cherry cheruu.; 

let them become "one 
before they begin their re 
It should be remember 
iverage baby will nee.es 



by 



sing, 



ilsing Cain gen 
erally in the household, and by put- 
ting them to Christianizing the world 
before they are born they might do 
some effective work before their time 
up with these things after 
? into the world. The babies 
ganization should use a mite 
i rattle, and as they drop 
nnles In they should be 
taught to repeat this little prayer in 
the crying language: "Gou bess all 
the missionaries and all de ltty Help- 
ers everywhere. Ahmen." If this 
don'l cause the heathen to desert his 
idols he might as well be given up 
is a hopeless case. 

If these one, two and three day 
ild babies go into active work in the 
nlssion held they will settle the Box- 
ers in China without the aid of the 
kiauser rifle and Lydite shell. The 
inly wonder is that the Baby Brig 
idea, both unborn and bom, have not 
>een called into the "Army of the 
xird" long ago. 

•Norman Cecil Wilder, the Presi- 
lent's 2-year-old son, is an ardent 
•Little Helper" and asks more ques- 
ions anent mission work than the 
vhole auxiliary can answer." 

It don't do to fool with babies and 
vhen they get on the mission war 
tetfa at the alvanced age of I years 
heir questions will no doubt make 
ii. ii < artntlaa mothe 



fools for 
Norman Cecil, aged 2 y 
,>uht iliscovered that t 
mse question on religion will tiooi 
n Archbishop, and make a Woman's 



; 30 



■ Woi 



Diocese of Ohio." Mr 
hen, when the baby missionary 
ah-goo to you, or sets up a yell 
will make the heathen Deities 

ble— that means in baby lan 

guage Come to Jesus." 

The Baby Branch is doing the best 
it knows how, but this Woman's Aux- 
iliary ought to be put on exhibition 
it the St. Louis Fair as Idiots for re- 
lglon's sake. 

JOSEPHINE K HENRY. 
VersaiUea, Ky. 



i printing. His \ 



j batei 



of effective oratory. A 
such they are worthy of careful stud 
and when viewed without regard fi 
the theological opinions of the grei 
orator the eerlej before us is of tt 

study if public speaking is of inte 
est. Then, too, the "complete works 
of lngersoll' are valuable for the his- 
torical and political matter the series 
contait.s. Studied with understand- 



Quarterly Report 

To the President and Officers of the National LlbSiw W 
. , L h « ve \ h f , " m " r ,0 submlt the quarterly report of the Secretary of 
the National Liberal Party for the quarter ending April 30th, 1903 E M., 

Receipts — 

January M, balance on hand mis *a 

January 24-31 dues '"j 



January, expenses at convention 

January, expenses ex-Secretary Jamleson 

February American Bonding Company Ifor bonds) 



March, salary (Secretary) 

April, James Barclay d2.o00 letter heads) 

April, mailing and expressing same 

April, salary (Secretary) 

April, stamps 



. $ 16 00 
. . 15 80 
. . 14 00 
1 00 



Balance on hand . 




t and true report of the financial Condon 'of \'h, 
■ May 1. 1*01, E. it 303. 

MORGAN 1 



the faith of their fathers." 

The Sun hedges In a very ungrace- 
'ul manner when it says ingersoll's 
pvorks are worthy of careful study 
vhen viewed without regard for tin 
heological opinions of the great ora 
or. But the trouble is that those 



presence of death let us be si 
I would speak to the living i 
igh the dead hear. me. I ca_ 
nothing to you more than, you 



a yo 



a than 



you hope. I have no key that'flts 
the lock of the future, no power to 
turn silence into speech and bring a 
message from the lips of death. 

As we contemplate the universe and 
behold nature In any large manner, 
' '- light 



and 



Idea) 



immune from the theologli 
— — -iln R nd the " ' 

inaJISr 

contagion, for it says: Studied with 
understanding and considered solely 
for the good that Is In them, the vol 
before us are of great impor 
' The great lngersoll has not 
lead five years, yet the Ameri 
. ess is saying "his works are ol 
great importance." 

Orthodoxy should inscribe upon V 
banner, "Times change and we 
change with them." The Sun says 
There are not a few persons, how 
ver, to whom the works of the great 
Lgnostic will be harmful, but these 
re weak in the faith of their : , 

f the fathers This is^V'ank'ad'mi.'' 
>rk of shatter 



death. In 



ing ' 



Ingf 



! the 



id that he has developed in 
'not a few robust reasoning, while 
the "faith cf the fathers" is a rickety 
paralytic that is supporting itself in 
the pulpit ana press on crutches hewn 
great lngersoll from the tree 
of knowledge, lngersoll is more alive 
today than when 



The 



ail 



ill be accorded highest place in out- 
literary pantheon, and pulpit, press 
id people will accord him Justice. 
Versailles, Ky. 



ADDRESS 

DELIVERED AT THE GRAVE OF J. 
D. BECK. LIBERTY, PA. 



Friends— We are assembled to pay 
tr last sad offerings to a good ami 
honest man. He who lies so calun> 
here was my constant friend, and it 
the request of his brothers that I 
bear him friendly witness on this 
sad occasion. 

The deceased was reared upon • 
farm by Christian parents. He at- 
ed the common schools of the 
ship and dug out a fair educa 
Early In life he became a men 
ber of the Lutheran Church. Later 
on in life he became absorbed in the 
study of the natural sciences. The 
study of science made him skeptical 
in regard to the doctrine of the Chris 
tian religion, and the more he studied, 
the more he investigated, the mi re 
pronounced he became in his Agnostic 
views. He believed that honesty and 
charity COMtltUted the best religion 
that one could possess inasmuch as i 
is beneficial to the living, while n 
liglon based upon the belief of n 
wards and punishment in a futur 
state is selfish In its nature, being 
simply for the benefit of the Individ 
ual professing such belief. 

This occasion of sorrow hallows tie 
last duty of friendship, the last act . 



anity a great solemn pity. 

Man finds himself on the sea of 
life without knowing why he was 
launched into existence. He is car- 
ried over the flowered fields of child- 
hood, he is hurried through the en- 
chanted meadows of youth, and when 
ie is clothed with the power and 
:rlde of manhood the scepter of his 
ni Q ngth changes to a staff of weak- 
iess and the glory of his prime fades 
DM old age, and age soon turns to 
leath. This is the history of hu- 
nanity. 

It is at such a time as this that 
human, weakness is most apparent and 
power most helpless we can 
hing to change the fate of sor- 

life that blossomed at the com- 
et an unknown power faded 
the same 



The dead to every one are sacred, 
ie living should be sacred, too, and 
liile we live our duty should be to 
make our fellow beings happy. Let 
us look upon the grave as a house of 
rest, an abode of peace, a place where 
pain cannot enter, nor suffering come. 
Friends, what can be nobler at the 
d than Lo have lived an honest, use- 
I career, to be content, to calmly 
itch the closing folds of the fall- 
g wings and to fearlessly walk out 



were wont to reveal his presence are 
now bequeathed to memory. 

The peaceful face painted white 
and cold by the hand of death ispeaks 



POSTAL CARDS 



We desire to call the attention of 
ur readers to the postal card sys- 
tem of subscription which we have 
adopted as a method of Increasing the 
(dilation of The Blade and causing 
to spread the gospel of Free 
Thought among a large class of peo- 
ple. The system Is novel and expe- 
dient and one that is easy to under- 
stand. For the simple outlay of $2.50 
ion can get five of these cards and 
insert any name you wish and which 
win be received as a certificate of a 
paid subscription for one year in be- 
iialf of the person whose name is 
liven ou the card. Another idea which 
is suggested and which seems to be 
a good one is to send In a name for 
two months, say, and at the expira- 
tion of that time, let the paper be 
sent to another person, who will al- 

on. By these meaus more people get 
an opportunity to see The Blade and 
read it and many of them may, la 
time, become permanent subscribers. 

Several hundred of these cards 
have been printed and they are now 
ready for distribution. Try it for a 
s. ason and help us to build up the 
circulation of The Blade so that it 
will rank secona to none in America. 
This is where The Blade ought to be 
if our friends will ail pull together to 
help it along. Send iu yout orders for 
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Why I Am j& > 
jz? An Atheist 



AM AN ATHEIST. I These atoms cannot he seen in Its 

Aii.nict Is hp wonderful power until it is manifest- 
I am an An < ni 11 is < ,,,,.„„,,,, its , Mlw( , r in na)urP . Now 

1 not DP «">'"' ■»! • |, y concentration of the atoms of elec- 
aml t.arhois [rn<<J 0 |r|rjty jn|() a vnf , mm] , he gun wa „ 

fornipcl and took Its motion in the 
unlverae b> the polarity force of mat- 
Kleotrioity lins ponnnenppil the 



make me a goo.ley gootloy 
failed In pari. Then I tried 
and truly to DC good. Went 
my marrow bones and asUe( 
show me the way as his 1 
promised. I got the samp ans 



t I \ 



thai 



the I 



he i 



MM bia Cod even if he woul 
move or speak. This start 
again to reason and that made 
«>vorlnsi Ing Atheist. here 
room for a god in this busy 



tiniv. 



for 



thing 



AM, 



of t 



i for 



It I \ 



louhl kno 



life c 



of all the loss of 
„nd in mines and by vol 
canoes and all the suffering conse- 
quent thereto, it would make a solid 
Atheist of me the first jump in the 

road. J- Hi CONSTABLE. 



WHY I AM AN ATHEIST. 

I cannot swallow the trinity; I have 
never up to this writing seen, heard 
tasted, felt, or smelled any god, ghost 
or spirit. 1 -ave no creed. Ilkewiii 

D °My 0( aim is morality and humanity 
H. C. COPPOCK. 
Indianapolis, Ind. 



WHY I AM AN ATHEIST. 

Why I am an Atheist is because. "1 
was born that way. and have he 
mv own ever since." as the man sai 
who was accused of possessing n 
worldly goods. From my earliest n 
collection I was compelled to a 
lend Presbyterian Sunday school c 
erv Sunday morning ami Mefhodn 
in the afternoons, when it was s 
thoroughly impressed on my min 
that "Cod" was the incarnation t 
goodness, and if 1 would always d 
what I didn't want to do. he woul 
devote a great deal ot his omiiip. 
tence to me and my desires. But 1( 
me go fishing on Sunday and the on 
nipotent string broke and his gret 
rival and superior, the devil— one < 
his own creations that was great! 
than himself— picked it up where go 
let go and proceded to make ipeclt 
Iireparations for my warm receptio 
in the sweet bye and bye. 

Yet, I could be "saved" by repen 
ance and tears and sacrificial contr 
but Ions, but on the next infraction 
was all repeated and so on until go 
In his infinite goodness and mere 
called the game off and the winning 

nine out of every hundred was h 

bv the devil It wrung god's heart 
see it so and he sweated great, drop: 
of blood' over it, but was powerless 
to prevent it for he himaelt had or- 
dained it thus, before the foundations 
of the world, when he was nothing 
and lived nowhere, and 
such importance must st 
Of course, he could i 
hairs of a man's head - 



us. earth. Mars. Jupiter, Saturn, Tra- 
ns and Neptune were formed In the 
MM way. and received their daily 
ml yearly motions; the chick in the 
S3 and babe in its mother's womb 
*V« been formed and brought to life 
by the same power. 

Fleet l icit y has completed the uni 
rettC as far as astronomy has reveal- 
ed It to us. 

By evolution, all nature has become 
manifested to our five senses. 

We have the whole vegetable king 
dom of this earth placed before us 
and by the idea of Aristotle, the ani 
mal kingdom is an evolution of the 
being 



he Darwinlar 
Here we ar 



king.lo 



by 



this t 



powi 



i by this 
lout an) 



Cod to have created us. 

What was the religion of those 
Atheists when there was not any 
■ church or house on the land, and no 
J bodv to teach tiiem superstition, 
is natural that they would worship 
the sun. because every thing in 
lure was revived by its light and 1 
This would suggest something f 
or heaven, and darkness, with 
wild beasts ready to devour t 



, and 



the ordi 
hold the sun i 
while murder ai 

rily on, and tht 

morality, the purity of wonu.nl. 

was treated with contempt and fiend 
i hly outraged at his express com 
mand. . , . 

While the above phase 01 
Character was unfolding bet 
youthful thinker, I was s 
seeking f< 



ir.tinit. 



light 



Ullllshe 



my 'skepticism was confirmed, and 
slowly but surely concluded that th 
whole business was nothing but an 
exaggerated Sam a Clause, the on. 
for children and the other for adults, 
and both equally false. 

In later years as sciencp unfolds 
the grand truths of nature and the 
food, beautiful and sublime are ours 
to the fullest extent? of our compre- 
hension the idea of a god" pales to 
a ridiculous insignificance; and a man 
must stultifv Lis reason to believe in 
one . WALTER COLLINS. 

Los Angeles, Calif. 

WHY I AM AN ATHEIST. 

I am an Atheist because sixty years 
of experience and investigation have 
developed no reason for being a The 
1st. Whoever can point me to the 
slightest indication of the existence 
Of a "Supreme Being" lias it in his 
power to make an Agnoslic of me 

■•On the sid." i will remark thai I 

believe in the beneficence of truth. 
In truth only is there safpty, sanity, 
peace and justice. And therefore do 
I war unceasingly on humbug and 

hallucination, For Lheee have been at 
the bottom, the root ot nearly all the 

cruelties and diabolism of hu ma n it \ 

v. w. CLARK. 

Allerton. Iowa. 

WHY I AM AN ATHEIST, 

Most of the thinking men and w. 
men are becoming Au-.eisrr The., d 
not believe in a personal God, or an; 
God outside of matter that governs 
It. 



• plac 



buy Paine's "Age c 
I her scientific book) 
AARON DAVIS. 



AM AN AGNOSTIC. 



WHY 

ave just read 

llfferem 



Iliad 

niave -enjoyed them very much, and 
now I will proceed to state why I am 
an Agnostic. First, beacuse I am not 
an ignoramus, a non compus mentis 
or a fool. I have read a great deal 
pro and con on that subject and can 
find nothing to lead 
the man made God 



if thei 



» the 



hlng 

about them, and am going to be hoc 
est with myself and not pretend to b 
an ignoramus or a "fool for Christ' 
sake. N. T. HARRIS, D. D. S. 

Tuscaloosa, Ala. 



WHY I AM AN ATHEIST. 

Definitions are always In order. 
•Atheist: One who disbelieves, or de 
nies the existence of a supreme Intel 
iigent being"— Webster. A God, to 
be a God. must be a creator of inn 



ii.ld. 



large < 



claim 



Ciordano Hruno believed in the 
ity of matter, but could not tell 1 
It was; the Catholics burnt his for 
his belief. 

Aristotle said man cannot reason 
correctly without reasoning from 
some known fact. We do know there 
is electricity, the atoms of which fill 
the infinity of space. 

Bruno did not see It as we do. 



tor. "Create; to bring 
form out of nothing."— Webst. 

This definition is absolutely without 
meaning, as creation is unthinkable, 
consequently absurd and untrue. No 
chemist has ever been able to destroy 
single atom of matter. And if mat 
is indestructible it must be eter 
nal forward, and if eternal forward it 
nust be eternal backward; hence no 
Creator." 

Wisdom and goodness imply per 
sonalitv; but personality implies or- 
ganization and limitation. And if lim- 
it. Cod could not be infinite. If he 
i unlimited ■ he must occupy all 
Bane; and if so, there is no room 
» the universe. But the universe is 
ere and refuses to be set aside. And 
■i no two boilies can occupy the same 
pace at the same time. God does 
ot exist. A God of infinite goodness 
ould desire to prevent evil. Infinite 
isd.au would know how to do this 
ml infinite power would confer the 
bility. But evil exists; therefore God 

A Cod must be either something or 
tithing. If he is something, then he 
material; and if material he must 
• subject to the laws of matter. And 
l ratiocination is an attribute of 
latter in an organized form, he 
would be subject to disintegration, 
dissolution and death. To say that 
•God is a spirit" is to admit that he 
is noihing. 

To assume that the universe was 
•caused and that God was the cause 
does no account for the mystery of 
existence, but adds a new mystery to 
the existing one. 
A "first cause" is as unthinkable at 



>srd 



emerge all the J ••■ 
or cursed mankind. M^*' 

God is a theological myth.) a !■ ;ieal 
absurdity, a scientific Imfoai bllltj 
and a moral monstrosity »l n is an 
attempt to explain the in vldi.able 
and aCOOUnt For the linnecniit ible. 
He is the worst atttibnt. ot Jus 
maker — the priest — mat 
ed into space and port 



Svengali to hypotl/.e the prl IB tl 
while he rifles their pi 1 i ' 

I do not believe In C. Iwcali 
have sense enough to I 
Gods are frauds; and I 1 
solicitude for my reputation for I 
ty. I refuse to worship him bed 
I have a pardonable 4< in I • 

That Is "Why I am an Atheist." 

HARRY HOOVE) 

Carnegie, Pa. 

— ♦+ — 
WHY I AM AN ATHEIST. 

Because the sentiment of lilt 08 ll 
a part of my nature; because I was 
born with common sense, tl'h. god 
Idea is, to my mind, as abound in the 
story of his reputed son, sired by I 
ghost, dam a virgin. 

A. JOHNSON. 
San Francisco, Calif. 

WHY I AM AN INFIDEL. 

Because I deem it not right to lie. 
and I am too honest to say 1 believe 
that which my reason teach eh me is 
untrue. I am an Agnostic bee " 
like Ingersoll I don't know; 1 J 
Freethinker because I think it e 
man's duty to do his own thin 
and come to his own conclusion? 
stability and bravery enough to abide 
bl the consequences of his own ac- 
tions. K. G. NICHOLS. 

Dodge, Ky. 

WHY I AM Aim ATHEIST. 

Because it has dawned upon m. 
that it is right to be so. and upon in 
vest igat ion I find no real evidei.ee o 
the divine origin of the scripture; 
And because 1 cannot, as a njfinec 
and respectable woman, take to m: 
bosom as a daily guide, a book e!\ sucl 



mechanical ; there Is not a phenon 
that has not ■ physical law foi 
base. Wo could say a great deal herp 
about "design", hut do not. can 
take up so much space. The design 
theory is the only plausible one 

a god. It will' not do; we can 



nd ( 



i by i 



ilind fait! 



■oph 



Everything that so many 
think transpires from the sur*i 
al, and many things that would reall: 
perplex the average mind, ha/4- a mat 
ural and material foundation in tin 
workings of the human mind; that is 
tilings that are not connecter witl 
our solar system. 

It is ignorance of the scent ili 
working of their own i 
mind that keep so much " 
the air; and as long as 
mystery afloat, the people will ijscri 
it to the supernatural. 

I am an Atheist becaus 
Bible will not do to depend u| 
have tried it and found It want 
fact, I found In th. 



to oppress women, and keep them in 
the realms of ignorance. 

I am in the ranks oi Liberalism be- 
cause of its elevating principles, its 
broad road to freedom of thought 
speech and investigation. 

MINNIE PARRISH. 
Leonard, Texas. 



■ TRWTrHRrRoby, Caplinger Wiills, M 
11 Ella Roby Caplinger Mills, Mo. 
John F. Clark, Arlinnton, Md. 



WHY I AM AN ATHEIST. 

The term Atheist is viewed by 
people, in that part of the civil lized 
world known as Christendom as be 
ing the most hideous of ideas, and th 
person entertaining such on Idei 
to be shunned as though they 
were criminals or moral lepers, 
this being the case, most people that 
hold such an idea and dare . (preai 
It. are persons above the average in 
intelligence. 

Every person's god is only hf 
Conception of nature. We are llk< 
primitive man; every one that think 



Here without scientific knowledge 
theology supplies the demands of th. 
imagination until he can be belter in- 
formed. To my mind astronomy and 
geology have done more to wrest tin 
minds 'of man from the clutches o 
theology and superstition than any 
thing else. 

I am an Atheist because there h 
no God. The term "atheist" meani 
a disbelief in God. I take it that th. r. 
are two kinds of Atheism, nominal 
atheism and positive atheism. Nomi- 
nal atheism is merely a disbelief in 
God. The other, positive atlielsn 



the 



rtloi 



last effee 



and i 



so-called "First Cause." 

Cods always partake of the nature 
of the people who worship them., 
showing that their existence is a"sub- 
leetW and not an "objective" one. 
The telescope, spectroscope, micro- 
cope, scales and crucible— the tools 
which we acquire knowledge— 
furnish no trace of God or gods. The 
imagination is the source from which 



I belong to the latter class. 

hat all rational pi able at 
some time in life doubt the existence 
of God .especially a personal Cod; but 
understanding nature cannot ma 
good atheistic thoughts. The ma- 
terialist conception of all things is the 
true scientific conception. 

There cannot be such a pli-nominoii 
i a God, a supreme being, or any 
thing of the kind, for science has 
proven that matter in the aggregat. 
atomic condition has no beginning 
mot be destroyed or annihilated, m 
must have always existed at al 
times and every where. So we com. 
to these three Infinite conditions: In 
finite space, Infinite matter I matter 
or force not separate) and infinite de 
ration ,and out of these three inflnll 



he, and this process of the action of 
elements acting on each other, as they 
cannot act, according to their relation 
to every other element about them, Is 
what we call nature, or cause and ef- 
fect, the same is an endless causation, 
has no beginning; the effect of one 
cause becomes the cause of another 
effect, so on and on. We find that life 
and death are bui a condition of mat- 

The Cosmos Is purely physical and. 



Olocr'l Cod than he did at Id 
il does not appear now or at an 
ier lime, because there is no Go 
appear. To be n god there woul 

i e to be f torn of matter, and llh 

all other forms appear and disappeai 
which Is the order of nil organize 
forms of life, Conseiiuently Go 
would not and could not be "all and 
In all," as they are wont to tell us. 

U. W. RAY 



AM AN AGNOSTIC. 

J I sim 



and honestly do not know that 
is a Cod, that I have a soul, or what 
comes after death. 

ELIZABETH 1 1 EN I! Y SPARKS 
Carlisle. Ky. 
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MAN AND HIS DESTINY. 



the Editor of the Sun: 
Sir:— Over a half a century 
ive Harriet Marline,™ said: "Fi 
I moment when n man desires 



•he innumerable arguments which 

Continually advanced by the 
gy ami your correspondents, 
ed upon tie- (alleged) universal 

ions life, weigh not. a fraclion of 



human beings to live 
is or forever, "in the 
this earth, would be 

dealre inch prolonged 



in present life, how can such vague 
■Statical notions possibly procure for 
s immortality when the human body 
as such living organic form exists 

Nature (or God) Is sadly inconsld- 
rnte of our welfare and notions. We 
re all ushered into existence with a 
oath warrant in the hands of Fate, 



tei soly yearn for prolonged youth, 
beauty and the continuation of their 
prime in life, only to behold their 
charms and talents speedily fade and 
vanish? 

Millions straggle bravely for many 



RHEUMATISM. 




MUNYON'S RHEUMATISM CURE 

positively cures Rheumatism in any part 
of the body. It seldom fails to cure 
sharp, shooting pains in the Arms, Legs, 
Side, Rack or Breast, and Rheumatic 
Swelling or Soreness of any part of the 
body in from one to three hours. 

It effects a speedy and permanent cure 
of all forms of Rheumatism, Scia' : 
Lumbago, or pain in the Back, Li 
Stiff and Swollen Joints, ant 
• in hips and loins, 
does not put the disease to g 
but drives it from the system. 



■rican Indians. Catholics, Prates- 
, Spiritualists and Thoosophists, 
entertain radically antithetical 

he "New Theology," from Jeffer 

;er, to Savage. Swing' and Thom- 
peremptorlly reject the views of 
old school theologians, pagans 
and heathens alike, as grossest sup- 
•rstition. If. then, these several he- 
iefs contradict and are destructive 
if each other, how can th. v conjoint 



he lauses produce like effects. All 
08f and races in the past having 
i alike ignorant, alike conceited 
their own self-importance, alike 
rolled by their emotions, alike 
glng to life and fearing death— all 
alike, consequently originated similar 



ion of f 



Are 



; life 



Mm 



it not really a prolongation of 
earth-life we all most desire? Who 
would not cheerfully resign life 
claims to a mystic, inscrutable eter- 
nal life— minus the physical body- 
tor a paltry hundred years of physi- 
cal health ami vigor added to the life 
we know, the life we posses* and en 

joy because In poaaesaiov of a tangi- 
ble body of flesh and blood? 



go back to dust, disintegrate into 
gases, fluids, soil, vegetation and the 
lower order i\f animal life? 

mi it, ii in ir 1 7 1 n t l laeap rl i Ht i I i tl n . . 

when the form which originated a'.Ri* 
constituted individual man during life 

exists no more the man Is dead? 

There Is no mystery about death 
whatever; it is precisely what it ap- 
pears to be, what we all know it to 
be from observation and experience, 
The sole mystery connected with It 
is simply the mystery with which it 
lias been invested by designing or ig- 
norant men. If we confine our belief 



structure simply stop, that is all; not 
a grain of anything to make the 'sur- 
viving soul or spirit' of— not even 
the breath" escapes as supposed. 

In view of all of this, is it reason- 
able tO believe thai 'the power that 
controls our existence"— w hat ever 
thJ uu\ be- and so utterly and cruel 
ly ignores our wishes now. during 
the only life we know, should so rad- 
ically .hang, its mode of procedure 
as to grant us a mysierious eternal 

existence, in the hbceaee of the oom- 
pi ex organic structure which we know 
to be an absolute necessity for our 
existence here? And this transcen 
deal existence is utterly incompre 
hensible to us, unknown to science. 

In localities nondiscov. -ruble with 
the Strongest telescopes or photo 



■Vltal-d) Mimic organism — "the 
crowning work of God" as it has been 
called— why In the name of reason. 
I ask, has this body been bestowed 
upon us tor I few paltry years only? 
Neither is the "universality" of the 
•lief in Immortality an argument in 
I favor. .Many of the wisest men of 



belie 



It 



■ in 



in actually is a transient form 
latter — a purely physical product 
urely physical causes. All forms 
latter are mutable— all begin, all 
-the separate elements compos- 
ing all forms alone persist. Hence 



t ban 



•tal. 



One thing at least is certain— this 
life flies. 

One thing is certain and the rest is 



;re is thought there must 
r — some organic structure 
s, the physical generates 



ib nr. s rB-l . TT' m iTm.-n 

attributes of a human 
hence when man is inhuniated c 
mated he exists no more. To ley he 
survives the destruction of the body 
is equivalent to affirming that man 
can exist made of nothing. 

To affirm that this is "horrid doc- 
trine" is only to exhibit ignorance. 
Nothing can be horrid to the dead. 
The present condition of future gen- 
erations cannot he horrid— the con- 
dition of the dead is Identical'. Eter- 
llfe, however, possibly implies— 
in the absence of a literal hell— 
>rs beyond conception, 

OTTO WKTTSTEIN 
Grange, Ills. 



CONVENT CRUELTIES. 

the title or a pliampk t by a 
former monk. Besides the Introduc- 
tion, the phamplet discusses "How 
Jills Become the Prides of Christ," 
A Peep Into the Convent," "TheCon- 
ent Horrors," "Taking the Veil," etc. 
ts tales are thrilling. For a sam- 
de copy send 10 cents in silver to 
HENRY A. SULLIVAN, 
209 W. Madison St., Chicago, Ills. 



JUST ANOTHER CHANCE 

cheap rates to California: $H0.00 
n St. Ixmis. $2r>.oo from Kansas 
r. These rates will be withdrawn 



tough 



San 



Louis every Tuesday, S.:!2 p. m , on 
the -Katy Flyer." Ask for Informa- 
tion. Address 

■ Katy.' 6(M Wainwright, St. Louis, 
Mo. 



CHOCTAW, OKLAHOMA & GULF R.R. 

Combines the Advantages of 

Eastern Service 

With the Opportunities of s 

Western Country 

... DIRECT LINE ... 

Memphis to Little Rock, Hot Springs, Indian 
and Oklahoma Territories, Texas, Col- 
orado, New Mexico, Arizona. Old 
Mexico and the Paclfio Coast 




WIDE VESTIBULED TRAINS 
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Mrs. Closz's 

Column 



UNIQUE CAUSE FOR DIVORCE. 

out hare in Iowa wo keep riRht up 

with tlic pi «)(<kk i< .11 . and |i:irt (if the 
limi' w< iv't iilM'inI "l Hi" »>:» 11 <1 wiikoii 
Des Moines furnishes the latent in do- 
mestic innovations. A 1 lie. ilosiUii 1 

student sued his wife for divorce Im 

cause sh" was an Inlldel. Think of 
tli 1 1 ' Did he get it? Yea, certain 
ly. The poor fellow claimed he was 

betag -•„ badger, d by hii « Ife'a quei 
ttons and her persistent ridicule of 
Cln i aianiy that he was in danger of 
toeing hli faith. The ludge evident 
ly thought the precept, "pray for 

those who (lespltcfully use yon and 
per < cute vim," did nel apply in fam 
ilv relftttOM and decided that thcolo 
• v should not lose n shining U^lit for 

the in, |,o -ihililN „f em iv. nine 

an Infidel, so the decree was mauled 
despite the belief of doctors of di- 
vinity tliat divorce should lie granted 
onlv for hlhlical reasons. The <|ites- 
tion arises whether hud the ease been 
reversed, and the woman asked for 
.-■epaiat ion because I lie husband wns 
a Christian would I divorre have 

been granted? i do not believe it 

Would. I can not conceive anything 
that would cause me more mental dis- 
tress and physical weariness than a 
companion constantly harping on the 
In antics of holiness. Kiinel ideation of 
saints, damnation of disbelievers, the 
justice of Jehovah and such hypocrit- 
ical hodgepodge. 

Should an Infidel woman ask for a 
ilivorce from a Christian husband she 
ought to get It. and the judge was 
right in answering the prayer of the 
Christian for release from an heretical 



deed I think there would be an im- 
provement. In domestic relations if a 
large number of persons were com- 
pelled to take divorces who had not 
e\en asked for them. Hut while min- 
isterial conventions declare that di- 
vorce should not be granted either 
for cruelty or desertion there seems 
to be little hope for domestic im- 
provement , until the sympathies of 
humanity superc |e the cruelties of 
Christianity. V 



CHAPLAINS' SALAKiES RAISED. 

The Blade has some good suupor- 
,,,,s over in Pennsylvania, but they 

must have l so busy attacking 

Jehovah that a flank movement was 
executed an<l the enemy won the 
field. The State Legislature has rais- 
ed the salary of chaplains from $3 
to $ti a day We have howled our 
selves hoarse not only about threr 
dollars a day. but b. cause any chap 

lams haw I i! > nip!o.\ed at all, but 

protests have been disregarded. 

rfcnatltiiUiin 



the^rights of .. 

iiivadid and the laxpaver has bei 

plundered, Why? So that thf cus- 
loni- of tradition might be perpetual 
ed and the fetters of ecclesiast icisn, 
welded more firmly upon the people 
|l is reported that l!i I" I' Mublooii. 

of Chicago, said that' Cuth asm 

would rule the wornl m ■•<> years b> 
gaining control of the United Mates 
Whether the report be true or not 

the sentiment seems to about express 
the condition if we are to judge I nun 
the treipient and flagrant invasions 
of the church, of national, social and 
domestic affairs. Bishop I'oticr. ol 
New York, says it is not so in cessan 
to put Cod in the constitution ol out 
,-,,iii,l i.v as it is to get Cod into tin 
constitution of the men and women ol 
the country. But there is too iiiuci, 
of nod already in the constitutions of 
men and women They are so much 
like linn that they insist on thrusting 
upon the weaker ones their dogma Ol 
,1 .mi,-, i ion so thai wholesale looting 
may be made possible. Another mil) 
ister with an honest fibre declares tin 
churches ought to he more particulai 
from whom they receive money. But 
the get rich quick, get all you cat 
and give nothing in return idea bai 
been the policy of the church lor ecu 
tnries. To proclaim the power to reg 
ulate the morals of the communit> 
and thereby secure good salaries, t, 
wheedle the iiml iscri in inal ing multi 
hide into contributing Of their sub 
stance is bad enough, but to accept 
$6 for a two minute prayer to a bod> 



the 



cry from press and pulpit about an 
arehv makes me sick, but nothing Is 
said of these chaplains who not only 
violate the constitution, but the law 
of decency and Justice, when the) 
acept such salaries. 



THE RIGHT KIND OF MEN. 

Rev. J. S. Littell has resigned hit 
cha.g. of the Second Presbyterian 
Ch urch 



t all. . 



He saj 



to ! 



innovation In the t 



He 



,. in Winkle naps, but we an 
■ltd to hear of men who have the 
courage of their convictions and Huts 
proclaim to the world that every- 
thing on the face of the earth changes 
and laconics adjusted in surround 
Ings except Christianity. That re- 
ligion is the one thing thai perpet 

nates i nor no matter now plain or 
how harmful such error may be. 

Last night nt church the minister 
Uki d the question: ' Were a man 
to live for r,u years a good, consis- 
tent Christian life and then commit 
a wrong act, would be he lost?" He 
paused impress 



"I t 



> sine 



declarations as 
the people where they stand on this 
momentous question, and turn them 
from such doctrine quicker " 
sound reasoning by Infidels. 



be no setting on both sides of the 
fence ready to tamp either wa> and 
when they found out the inhumanities 
of the dogmas of revealed religion 
they would take a flying leap into 
the Held of Rationalism. Presbyter 
lani are going to keep infants out of 
hell in the future, and perhaps tin 

might) question or music In church 
can be disposed of by Cod and His 
bishops without a Catechism. 
— ++ 

MORMON LITV-RATURE. 

■eat me for romtrjjKbyi member of 

the Blade ( nib. Let me urge this 
member, who is also a press writer, 
to follow my sug.;*stion made in an- 
other part, of the paper, and go after 
I hose subjects personally, as she is 
abundantly able t,. do, as I know from 
her press work. One of these pnmph 

sadly 



eligiou 

e Mm 



The 
their 



The 



f the 



■gins 

.-vil reports circulated about the Mor- 
mons, bill that he believes "tile bulk 

of the people want facts." He is mis- 
taken. The bulk of the people want 
anything but the facts. Had the peo- 
ple wanted facts they would have had 



ng fac 

1 the 



i a hi i 



I'eliglOl 



Scientific facts a»'e the best dispersers 
of the vagaries of faith that has ever 
been brought forward. Scientific men 
have -aid: nil., Christendom ! How 
often would I MVS gathered you un- 
der my wings ha a hen gathers hei 
chickens, but we would not! and not 
only has Christendom refused to con 
slder facts, but she has sought to pre- 
vent heathen and pagan nations from 
saining tacts. . And when different 
sects imagine ihey have discovered 
the variation </ a fuct f,um 
brand its proclamation is cried down 
and its promulgators denounced anil 
persecuted as the Mormons can at- 
test. No the bulk of the people do 
not want facts. It would he impossi- 
ble to touch the points raised In "the 
friendly discussion of religion," In 
which a Mormon elder tears to tat- 
ters the argument of an Episcopal 
minister, and oractlcally converts a 
crowd of Inflieh* by quoting the liible 
as proof ot all, his assertions. tliil 

ology by unearthing archeological 
finds the Bible as proof of its own 
statements can not be admitted into a 
scientific court .and the assertions 
that ministers must be called of God 
to preach that faith must be our pri- 
mary principle and an unwavering 
following of Jesus mark our life, and 
i Paul savs: "If any man teach an 
■ let him be accursed." 



1 these 



ft the 



e.lg, 



faced by the giant lloo 
that is pouring over these supersti- 
tions. They can not be proved. The 
Mormons claim to be living in the dis 
pensution of the fullness of times 

vhen Cod is gathering together all 
ihings in Christ. We are told that 

'an angel has come from heaven and 

iroui lit tae everlasting gospel, ami 

.,u the tlth day of April. 1x3d, Cod 
through revelations to man. organiz 
■d the Church of Jesus Christ in the 

■ sad pal tern of the true church as it 

■ xisled in the days of Christ." Let 
as hope that this ..true church" may 
•i ever gain a very strong foothold, for 

,vc have quite enough vagrants now 

ramping through the country and 
respassing up< 

o supply luxuries to 
h- other end of thfl 
I once talked with a 



e they could not have escaped 
United States mint, though tin 
gold standard was not then an issue 
The Mormons made a mistake in dal 
ing their revelation within the lit. 
lime of present members. The more 
remote a revelation is claimed to tir 
the more adherents it gains, and tin 
more unreasonable and unjust its dog 
mas the stronger its organization be 
comes I trust the time may soon 
come when "the bulk of the people 
will want facts," and assert theli 
■ight to search for them. 

IIAKKllCT M. CLOSE. 



IT'S UP TO YOU 

grasp the good things that come 

ir way. Road up ob the money 

making possibilities in Missouri, Kan- 
as Indian Territory and Texas. Let 
s send you "business chances," 
Timely Topics. Texas, 'the 
lolden Square" and other interesting 
Katv" publication! pertaining to the 

Cr.al Southwest. Adduress 

"Katv," 501 Wainright. . . Louis, 

Mo. 
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IS THE NUMBER OF COPIES OF 
DOO FENNEL IN THE ORIENT" 
UB3CRIBED FOR TO THIS DATE. 




Dr. Barnes 



MAKES HIS ARGUMENT AGAINST 
ANY PUNISHMENT OF CRIM- 
INALS. 



As Paul said about his kingdom Of 
henevn, a free society cannot he taken 
by force. Force is antagonistic to 



• proposes by repealing prohibi- 
tum against freedom of speech 
e press. Laws must he repeat- 
penalties minimized till both 
^ar or are dissolved or dissipal- 
mciely as mist before ( lie morn 



eiiod by intelligence. The sentiment 
of freedom is axiomatic Intuitive. All 
that Is needed is an intelligence that 
will dissipate the superstitions preju- 
dice against a free society. As the 

doctrine of total depravity is out 

in freedom. The man who believes 
that he and an other men wen- h) 
nature totally depraved, and that by 
miraculous power of Cod he has been 
snatched from an impending doom of 
damnation as a favored mild of Cod 
naturally feels that he is better than 
the damned, and has a right as , 
child of Cod to dominate and maki 
laws to govern the unregencrate who 
cannot do a good act. 

wrote, It scarcely 



up< 



the 



generated 

Hi rough the fear of hell or of I he law. 
I make an exception to the rule, In 
Qeorge Kox and his followers, who 
have already been opposed to govern- 
ment. They are opposed to all Instl 
lutionalism— all artificial organiza- 



tions removed, by which man f 
gantly and blasphemously attempts 

to improve on or supplement nature's 
or God's laws, nature would build up 
a symmetrical and perfect free MCM 
ty. We have enough to do to learn 
nature's laws and conform our lives 



State shall put the other in i 
does not punish enough. 

What right has one man or a 
and to set himself or their selves up 
as judge, Jury and executioner by pun- 
ishing any man? Where and how did 
they get right? It may be said they 
get It from natural Instinct In self 
defense. No, It is not. a natural in- 
stinct of society to take up quarrel of 
two individuals. It is an intellectual 
error. If two men quarrel and 
strikes the other ami beats him 
lercifally. whore busini ss is it but 



their 



I t 



.. law sim. and WoT saVoni 

if I had been one of the parties I 

could not have evaded. As a rule the 
parlies to a quarrel or a lawsuit, are 
about equally to blame if any one is 
blame-worthy In the sense of deser- 
ving punishment. Then in a free so- 
ciety, no one would Invade another's 
Ights. I can trace every so-called 
rime directly or indirectly to g.,v-i n 
1,,-nt, Hvcry law makes a crime. Tin 
note laws the more crimes and the 
more litigation. Then, how often Is 
anything like exact justice done b.\ 
law? Hut to revert to the right of 
any one or the State to punish an 
other person. 

If I have a right to strike my child 
one lick. I have a right to strike bin 
any number of licks. Then who is to 
determine how much I may punlst 
him .' If anv one deserves punishment 
at the hands of the State in the 
name of justice, he deserves just s, 
much and no more. If he receives ■ 
iust punishment he lias paid the debt 
t,, society ami is I bene. -foil li inno 



ir any jury to determine the torpit 
,r deserts of a crime if any one 
serves punishment Two men ma: 
the same thing for which they rec. 



inch 



than the other. So government is 
very unscientific. It is argued that as 
■ deterrent from crime we need pen- 
alt iis. If so, I ue greater the penaltj 
the less crimes, and a death penalty 
for all crime would make a paradise 
here. But the consensus of the civil 



ed 



naili. 



lUiulred crimes had death penalties 
n Kngland and when Queen Victoria 
ook her throne, the number had been 
educed lo eighteen. W hen she died. 



s the 



v allio 



. enalties are now inflicted in 
private for the reason that the wlf 
n Closing of cruelty begets cruelty. To 
hear or read of capita! punishment b 
nearh as bad as to see it. and cruel 
punishment will soon sease. The arm> 
which Is government in its intensity, 
must be abolished by the consensus ol 
the civilized world as iis sympathies 

re elicited by refinement 

The fact is. no one deserves pun 
shment Nature punishes, not be 

iced It! Then do not children m ed 
it from their parents and people Iron 
the State? No. teach them that cer 
tain acts are wrong, and that nature 
punishes without mercy all wrong 
acts and there is no evading nature's 
penalties. A parent who brings a 
child Into the world without Its voll- 
obedience of 



be very brutal. As Lillie n. 
Wplte Iflj < I should consider it one 

the treatost misfortunes of life to 
M a thoroughly obedient child." 
GHfltOCS implies command and 
mmand Implies punishment for dis 



•If 1 



despotianl and slavery which is a vlo- 

' **Vthe law of equal freedom, 

Why does any one deserve punish- 
ment? if I had been organized, edit- 
I any 



edit. v. 



' He. J , , i , , of voliti, 
' **tfd on and 

I otb.pr objects In 
-istav 



volition. We act as w( 
our mind moves likf 
the line of leasl 
resistance and greatest attraction. W( 
eli- "S' ; is we cannot help choosing 
that choice is free does vio 
language for a thing cnnnol 
re it exists, and choice doei 
■ until a thing is chosen. 



9 Li I : ', 

-p. i£d exai 



I' if/ the 

1*5 



0 control. Then why 
for anything? We 
ht to teach by pre 
?. "We have nothing 
s thought or m 
better thoughts 
nd I 



hich all i 



icralh I 



intel 



lope 



act fl Jim .that we have only a right 
teach titid lead men out of error, then 
would! be more exchange of real 
thoilglt and better listeners. Men 
not s4 depraved, not so bad naturally 
as ;h«y are ignorant. Ignorance is the 
only Jin. 

men seek happiness. If they 
attain It they err, that is all. 
was known and taught as a 
e. would not all ban,' Wliai 
■ bptaCSI but the gratification of 
sires— in the exercise of 
s? If all could exercise their 
•s in freedom, no one would 

e abnormally or to excess, it 

th|. restraint of government that 
caiitfW? excessive exercise of animal 
propi nsities when opportunities offer 
Tr e. some abnormally constituted 
5. some that were unwelcome 
n when born, would need the 
re of good example and lect 
) restrain them in degree, but 
o of approbation and imitative 
hich is strongest In the weak 
niini.J. ,i. would be enough to control 
The approbative and imitative 
• fen rery strong in all. eepec- 
■hildron and weak minds. They 
lot appreciated as factors in the 
■ol of society. They give rise to 
mtionallsm — to fashion. "As 
it of the world as out of 
In the absence of restrain 
aws, the better class would be 
circumspect and decorous In 

as examples to be imitated 
things we do every daj 



unlawful, and the one thing in 
a nundred we do because the law 
compels it. is oftener wrong thai, 
right. Then why law at all? Paine 
says in his "Rights of Man," "A great 
pari of that order which reigns among 
mankind is not the effect of govern 
ment, It had its origin In the princi 
pies of society and the natural con 
stitution of man. It existed previous 
to government and would exist If th< 
formality to gov eriinieiit ^ w ere abolish 

eipn.eal interest which man has in 
man and all the parts of a civilized 
community ttiHin each other, create 
thai gn at chain of connection which 
bojdl it togetner." 

In my next 1 will show the logical 



Hii dsboro. Ills. 

TEDDY. THE CHRISTIAN. 




. tho 



Klissi 



Vre you to permit sucl 
be branded a coward? 
t will never do. 

ill followers of JeaUl 
Christians have dared 
family and relatives ol 



Yoi 



- (if t 



also 



Ret 



, of Mary, or fel 
ley Moore calls her (when In 
s to get "real next"), Mollie. Ami 
know thai Mary was a little Jew 
ind that Jesus was a little Jew 
d yOU also know that those bar 
Russians don't give a dami 
t Mary's or Jesus' family or ret 
s. and have acted "ungent b-uian 
fee" towards them, to say tin 

e you going to stand that insul' 
v you going to resent it? Are yoi 
| to 'nave your Cod's familj 
isly insulted" by that Kivcthinl. 

n Russia 



. yoi 



Russian inn 
haul.- and Russian officials now 
heard of the Creek Catholic clmrcl 
They are all followers of Ingeisoll 
they are all Infidels or Kreethinlo r- 
They are "insulting" your God's kirn 
people What are yuu going to d< 
about It? M. S. 



WHY DON'T YOU 

liter into the spirit of the times ami 

May i sue of the 'Coining Country," 

now ready. Address 

"Katy." 603 Wainwrlght, St. Louis, 

Mo. 



Send in your order for five postal 
cards only $8.50, ami good for Ore 
yearly 'subscriptions at any time that 
want u use them. 



Premiums 
For New 
Members 



i the 



A great many Lit 



delay, do not. send In their names. 

In order to reach these, as well a* 
to stir up an Interesting competition 
and to awaken endeavor slid en- 
thusiasm, especially among our 
younger members, we offer the fol- 
lowing awards the contest to close 

The Conditions Are: 

1. — The person Joining must lie a new 

member, and the fee of otic dollar 
accompanying his name. 

2. — The names should be sent In as 

soon as gotten. 

3. — -The contest Is open to all old 

members, except the President. 
Kb st. Second anil Third Vice 
Presidents, Secretary and Treas- 

I.— The contest is open to all new 
members. 

Premiums. 

To the persons securing the larg 



C0.,< 



e — Ingen 



lll'i 



Colliplet 

a! tie $30. 
Second Prize. — Palne's Complet 
Works— value J10.00. 

Third Prize.— Walking stick from 
the Paine tree. 

Fourth Prize.— Walking stick frorr 
the Paine tree. 

Fifth Prize.— History of the Chris 
tlaa Religion to the year 100, by 
Judge C. B. Waite. 

Sixth Prize.— Ifstory of the Chris 
tian Religion to the year U00, by 
Judge C- B, Waite. 

Seventh Prize. — History of the 
Christian Religion to the year 200. 
by Judge C. B. Waite. 

Eighth Prize.— Wettstein Cold Pin. 
Ninth Prize.— Wettstein Cold Pin. 
Tenth Prize.— Wettstein Cold Pin. 
Elevelth prize.— Dog Kennel in the 

Orient, by Cnarlm 0. Moore. 

Twelfth prize.— Hog Fennel in ..he 
Orient by Charles C. Moore. . . 

Thirteenth Prize.— Dog Fennel in 
the Orient by Charles c. Moore. 

Fourteenth Prize. — Napkin ring 
from the Paine tree. 

Fifteenth prise.— Napt in ring fron 
he Paine tree. 

Sixteenth prize. Napkin ring fron 
the Paine tree. 

Seventeenth prize.— Penstock from 

Eighteenth prize. — fenstock froi. 



he 



Vnstock froi, 



Twentieth | 



|F the side of I 



die's cha 



of t 



r Secretary . By < 
Iva Committee 

MORRIS SACHS. Sec, 
Atlas Hank Building, 

. Ctagtajtat' 



DID IT EVL.r» OCCUR TO YOU 

to note LU0 rapid development o 
East Texas as a truck and fruit grow 
ing country? No? Then write for tin 
pamphlet "Timely Topics No. 2" am. 
become convinced mat the resource! 
,f Texas are illimitable. Address 

•Katy" BOO Walnwrii-ht, St. Louis. 
Mo. 



Frisco System 

—WILL RAVI ON SAI.K AT— 

St Louis (SL Memphis 

CHEAP ONE-WAY and ROUND 
TRIP Homeseckers' Rates. 
FIRST AND THIRD TUESDAYS OF 
EACH MONTH. 

To ARKANSAS, MISSOURI, KAN 
9AS, OKLAHOMA TERRITORY, IN 
DIAN TERRITORY and TBXAfl 

II. I. IfoOUIRB, W. EL POWB, 



LOUISVILLE,, 

HENDER.SON & 
ST. LOUIS R Y 




DOUBLE DAILY TRAINS 



Louisville and St. Loufc 



L. J. IRWIN, o H 



ll'dp (I,,, made along hy 
Cue postal .aids; only $2.50. 

DO YOU KNOW 

Hint. Texas is a state of un exaggerat- 
ed poaalbiHtlesT No one can foretell 
its eretat future. If you want to know 
what it Is and What is being done 
In make it better known and appre- 
Btatad, write for copy of book entitled 
T' mis." ;im| iinmpiiiet Timely Top- 
ics No. 3." Adddreaa 
'Katy," bvl Wainwrlght, St. Louis, 
Mo. 



DRINK HABIT CURED. n 

blood purTtier 



Heine treatment for 

ub'e.-' x" : y - 

Mill ,1 



: OBt::., ^',b ml m " m 



BROTHER LIBERALS: -1 make a 

specialty in the treatment of Hen- 
orrdoida. When a patient comes to 
my office for treatment, I do not take 
pay until cured. Owing to the fact 



treated, I have formulated a homj 
'reatment that costs but five dollars 
per month, including the necessary 
■orresponden :e between patient aud 
physician. A number have been 
LQoroughly cured with one month's 
treatment, others by the use of two, 
.vhile others have required four and 
five. My home cure can be senf> 
'hrough the mails to any point in ths 
United States. This treatment giver, 
immediate relief, and is a perfect 
^ure. I gnat antee perftct satisfac- 
ion In every case entrusted to my 
•are or refund the money. Write for 
ihe "Little Red Booklet," and lesrn 
Tor yourself. It is free for the asking. 

Address 1)1!. STOWK'S CHEMICAL 
JO., 119 North Sante Fe Ave., Sallna, 
Kansas. 

From March 20th Doctor Stowe will 
;end his Home Treatment for piles to 



LEXINGTON & EASTERN 

RAILWAY COMPANY 
Time Table. 

No. 2. Dally No. - 

i.v. Lexington 2:25 7:46 

..v. Winchester 3:UJ 8:26 

-v. Btville Junction 6:11 10:2» 

\r. Jackson 6:15 11:30 

\r. Canuel City 12:45 
Westbound. 

No. 1, Dally No. S. 

MM. Sunday Dally, 

a. m. p. m. 

Lv. Cannel City 1:05 

i.v. Jackson 6:25 2:25 

i.v. Bt ville Junction 7:1:6 3:2« 



ith Chesapeake A Ohio for 
Sterling and local points, 
os. t, 2, 3, and 4 connect daily ex- 
Sunday at Deattyville Junction 
i I. * A. Kaiway for Heattyville 
i It. BARR. (len. M g r. 

'li.,S. SCOTT, <!. P. A. 
» R. MOkOAiV. S. P. A. 




THE WELL-KNOWN PHYSICIAN 

Cures Where Others Fail. 

FOR PROOF READ HJS BOOK. 

ThoMI 




laeelstty. ±j>t»r 



i»n Journal o/ Hiallh. 
"Dr. Fellows has, for a number of 
/ears held an enviable reputation In 
.he medical line, and has made a 
specialty of a number of diseases, 
•hereby becoming familiar with them 

er.sfully. He is well-known as a pro- 
nounced advocate in all lines of free- 
thought, and stands well in his pro- 
>ssion wherever he 's known 



THE BEST LI^E 

TO 




l C".i.B«o.l,»di A ^>„l;,.-L~,U»'ill.K«a^^S 
\ Zfl ONLY LINE TO THE 

FAMOUS /ffMTff mam, 




r 



BLUE dRASS BLADE. 
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Cv6e Aims <$X Ideals 
* * of Free Thought 



By Rev. Dr. J. E. Roberts. 



1o think and to speak 
on«1 honest thought is the right <>t 
evorv human being endowed with 
brains. To secure 'hat W PIP MO 



freedom or thought that gave the 
hemlock t,> Socrates, burned Bruno at 
the slake, ami nailed .Jesus Christ : to 
the cross. Every man who has suffer- 
e.l c.r died to make thought fearless 

ana (roe, has become one of the 

saviors of the world. The ashes of 
Bruno are as sacred as the blood 01 
Christ. 

The supreme aim of frSSJ thought is 
to define and preserve the dignity of 
the individual. It is a protest agamsi 
the fetter placed by any authority on 
the brain: it ll a demand to face the 
Hc-ht from whatsoever tiunrter of the 
•WMl heavens that liul.t 



mi i! of old were the distinguished. Hi 
lawgivers, the fntuers of traditiol 
i hoy wore the venerable, the augus 
the out -, in wnot-e memory great ai 
thoTity ami power vested; the rue 
of old were the bulwark of defense i 



the 



i has 



i riftt 



» fe« 



tli at 



the census of the Universe w.miu no 
incomplete unless he was counted. 
Every man has the right to attain to 
the dignity of the unit. I be autnoi- 
Ity that seeks to compel the brain, to 
coerce the mind, is the authority hack 
of which lie the germs of all opprcs 
sion. the promise and potency 01 all 
liondage. Man has not long had the 
hardihood to refuse to bow down to 
the pretensions ol the past, bid rea 

cover.-,! with the dust of earth. Au- 
thority implies the assumption ot a 
right either divine, that is derived 
from Cod. or a right based in a su- 
perioritv of reason. The first claim is 
flatlv denied. It is not reasonable 
that the Infinite ever gave one mat 
supreme authority or control over an 
other. He is not tile author of slavery 
or the maker of liondage. nor the in 
splrer of oppression, nor the inst tgatci 
of fear. The other claim may lie dis 
credited because If authority is con 
tended for on the ground ol superior 
ity of reason, then in virtue of that sit 
periority the man claiming It can eon 

tice of the doctrine or the truth thai 
lie proclaims, ho that in either can 
the ultimate authority rests and cat 
rest with the individual reason alone 
In all the ages it has been Imagined 
that Hu n' ml some n. < essity for ar 
thority for truth, that it could not I 
potent, it could not fulfill its niissic 
unless it had the backing of the e 
traneous power. All the nioder 
questions of religion, of change, wi 
resolve itself finally into this, wl.cih. 



sanitv and reasonableness of the 
world they live in and of the people 
that they live with. 

There is an analogy In the mental 
world to that of the physical w 
In the physical world every pi 
and sphere, every world and sta 
whatever place of the universe it may 
he at rest or in flight, every atom of 
every world is itself an illustration of 
the 'universal power. No one world 
or set of worlds were specially and 
exceptionally endowed in order that 
through the majesty of their sway the 
rest Of the universe might be held in 
order. There was no great central 
source of natural laws from which 
edicts and decrees should issue, an 
all the rest of the universe he kept i 
thrall, but everywhere through th 
worlds, and throughout spaei Hi 
eternal forces reside. The atom n 
less than the round sphete of which 
is a part illustrates and obeys thus 
forces. Whatever it may be, law. t 
force or power or intelligence or Cot 

ed:'' there is no place where it is no 
A man might say of the physical ill: 
tribution or diffusion of force as th 
old prophet said of Cod, 'Though I 
take the win»s of the morning and 
dwell in the uttermost parts of the 
sea, thou art there; though I descend 
into hell, even there shall thy bun 
hold me, and thy right hand sha 
lead me." The universe is . v. rywl.ei 
intelligent and the resident place ( 
force. The analogy with the iiient: 
world comes this way: Assuming 

parallel or correspondence then one 

not warranted in saying that tlx re i 
t of men. that there is 



any it 



that 

,,,| vet he said of it. -We have 
that it hath been said by men of 
but I say unto you." Whatever 
may preach or proclaim about 

e In .Jerusalem and placed in that 
Mt uulioasting way the "I" 
inst the tradition, the dogma, the 
tocracv of the old religious sys- 

whin be did that, he made the 
;t important step in the way of 

thought. He denied to any an- 
■itv however, imposing or popular, 
right to take from him the indi- 
lal judgment, the right of inter 
:ation, of conscience and of reason, 
he second aim of free thought is 



men the thought, or conception ot 
eternal pain. It is said now that 
when a man goes about to do that 
denies the dogma and claims it is nu- 
ll'!. 1 minds of the timid the agony ol 
appreh. n.-ioti and fear, when a man 
doet that, they say of him he is sim 
p|j letting up and knocking down a 
man of straw, and yet, there is not 
among all of the so-called evangelical 
churches one of them that has hat' 
Hie honesty and the goodness I 
eli anso from the pages of their creei 
that odious stain. The time was with 

when that dogma of an endless hell 
was a perpetual shadow. Children 
weni to sleep at night in terror lest 
they should wake and find themselvi-s 
dead and in hell. The imagination is 
rar. lv able to picture the abject b ar. 
the tenor and horror of children wht 
hail been taught that tning, when it 
came into their thoughts at night. It 
WSJ an actual tear, the dark was ter 
ntic. and even the little prayer they 
taught us to say lent a kind of em- 
phasis to the fear, "If I should die 
before 1 wake. I pray Thee, 1-ord. my 
m,ii1 to take." to i if He did not. if he 



.Ts's t'om^to heTl" ft Tt^ta d k" tliatSear 
away, to be honest about it, to deny 
it. to make it an act of worship to 
deny it is one of the necessary aims 
of free thought. For one J shall be 
„ , . w |, en the necessity of those 
tVim s passes entirely away. It is 
not congenial, it is not kinaly to at- 
tack the faith or the dogmas or the 
beliefs of others. No well wisher of 
his race would ever do it If it were 
not that some of those beliefs and 
,!„mi,^ stand like mean and miser- 
able obstructions In the way of hu- 
man happiness. The free thought nu n 
and women will be glad to fellowship 
the religionists of every name and 
kind and school and sect wheneve r 
thev bring nothing that is positively 
offensive to the best reason, the 
Hearest thinking, or the most illumi- 
nated and exalted moral sense. It 
is one of the alms not onl" *~ 



z - [ < 

of the work i- pelTor 
• fear-creating d< gmtm I 

oved. Then the next Bte] 
the thinking mind boll. 



d. They make 

is better to he on the 
cause if we should 
p are mistaken we 
ly. Do you know 

inkable that tin 

gambling chain 



the Mte J • 
at last ndja 
will he s.n |d 
that it h 



simply because of the aecii 
professing to believe the tiling 
he knew tacitly he could not » 
and did not. to think that »:<>.! will 
consider that as honesty and unite, 
is a libel on the justice and goodness 
of Cod. The only safe side It the 
honest side. If there is any salvation 
to be merited or won. ii is to hi meri- 
ted by absolute downright, fun. loss 
sincerity. There is the virtu:, the 
beauty of the position occuph; - !•> 
the man of free thought. Supp.|-> he 
is mistaken, suppc.se. at lasl it | tran- 
spires that everything he tl.l".'ght 
about the reason of the universl was 
a mistake, suppose everything that 
was ever written or said to l>. m 
spired was line in the Bible all : he 
Bndl himself all wrong, what din he 
Precisely what he has don. be 
fore, precisely what he did 
attained the position or the 

Thinker, nan 



. HvJ 1 



ellig. 



ional i 



isdom or goodne 

and there is a God, 

at God, respecting the ho 
e intelligent man, would 
lllng tO use tome means 
his intelligence and persuad' 



a pea 



set bun right. I hold that 
tic and the Free Thinker i 
one that has the really 1W n nt. 

inception of this univerrse, an I < 

he God of this universe. 

And yet again the aim of 
thought" is to awaken the sense t 
■possibility for the 
Drains. In all the pa 
the habit to put the responsibtl 
somebody else. \V 
lieve'' Seek the cr 
we believe? Ret 



Where, in all the past, c 
found one conception o 
Cod that can stand in the 



Hii 



Hav( 



from the past, and can any one of 
them be made to square with the best 
moral sense of the best people of to- 
day' Men In pretending or thinking 
thev were loyal to God in keeping 
up 'certain Ideas have been false to 
Him. I fancy thst if the Infinite could 
ik if the eternal silence could find 
r.ice, if the Infinite should deign 



. plea 



would 
thel 



thot 



lrd. 



bin 



y company or < 
college of apostloi 
age. that there are any inspirations 
so exceptional and unique, conferred 
or vouchsafed upon any man or men 
as that they represented the one and 
only contribution of the infinite in- 
telligence to the finite world. That 
infinite intelligence finds its corre- 
spondence in Hie universal diffusion 
of reason of intelligence and of mind 
and as in the physical world each 
planet has its part, as la the world 
each atom knows and obeys the law- 
set for its goverance. so In the men- 
tal world every mind is a unit, an in- 
tegral part of all. There Is no just 
ground for the authority to he a^siim 
ed by any man. or any hierarchy or 
any priesthood. The first and su- 
preme end of free thought is to ac- 
centuate, to define, to demnrk. to 
awaken the consciousness of the indi- 
vidual responsibility. The teacher of 
Naiareth himself laid stress upon the 
same doctrine; lie not only taught up- 
on his own authority, but be ignored 
the authority that was venerable, and 
to which his co-religionists looked up 
with homage and respect. Standing 
in a .Jewish city confronted by Rab- 



unklnd. foolish or unjust. It must 
that if the Infinite knows or cares 
aught about the worship of his crea- 
tures. If there is any possible or con- 
ceivable relation between Cod thP In 
finite and man. the brief and transient 
child of a day. ir there Is any possible 
connection between the Invisible and 
man who thinks and reasons, then 
there can be no act of worship more 
h.ftv there can he no service more 
profound, there can be no homage or 
devotion paid more pleasing In his 
sight than the thought of the man 
that thinks highly and nobly about 
the unthinkable one. So In 



venerable, antique and unchallenged, 
in the midst of a people who bowed 

uown with unfaltering, deration to 
what was ancient who revered tradi- 
tion and followed it, he thrust the 
blade of his challenge into the very 



r the 



nfinit 



„„ .ong as 
to define him with our logic and place 
the limitation of a definition upon him 
would he to destroy him. so long as 
everv thinker knows he must remain 
always unknowable, what can be in 
the least degree more offensive, what 
can nearer approach well-meaning 
and unintended blasphemy than to 
think unjust and unreasonable 
thoughts of the Infinite intelligence? 
It is just here that the virtue and the 
excellence of agnosticism appears. If 
anvboth says they know God. the 
thinking man has the right to say 
that he knows the other one does not 
know God. and the thinker knows 
that the other one knows he does not 
know God. It will always he true as 
Tennvson says that "There dwe.la 
more faith in honest doubt, believe 
me. than in half the creeds!" 
It is the aim of free thought to in- 




ness of thought nor mental progress 
It is not so much what a man be- 
lieves, the content of his creed is not 
the paramount thing; but the sin- 
cerity of the little that he does be- 
lieve. He has a right to be reckoned 
within the intellectual world. Brain* 

uVev woutd not have been universally 
given. There was an interesting and 
yet a pathetic illustration in on 
our suburbs a few weeks ago. A 
tain sect gathered for their annual 
meeting. All of the elders of the 
church and modern apostles held 
breath while their chief was receiving 
a revelation from God. It Is W»0 
countable that the temper ot ni nulj.t 

'hat' suoh'a 'tiling win possible. What 
is the process of reasoning by which 

there i's'one man and the great 
is about to illuminate his mind and 
whisper in his listening ear s 
truths which shall therefore l„-oou,< 
authoritative over them and 
What right has any man called b; 
whatever name, invested with what 
ever dignity, clothed with wlrif.ve 
authority, honor or power, whai righ 
has anv of the creatures of thll < arth 
to believe that he stands any nearei 
or any higher or any nobler or any 
more worthy in the sight of the 
finite than does the least and low 
of all mankind? Remember 11 
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that imagination faints in 
tion. If there is an lnfini 
and immeasurable is the 
between him and the highe: 
that it Is practically the H 

difference pet ween bin am 

blest. "In the presence 
the mountains art a Irani 
clouds." To make then 0 
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preters or thinkers is to put down 
very thing and the first and < 
thing that gives dignity and honoi 
a human being. To increase this 
sponsibillty then, the sense of Tear 
freedom, is not the least aim of 
thought. 

Among tin- ideals that it holds 

these: i-'irst of all thai reaioe it 

self Is trustworthy, and that r< a 
today is better qualif 
make conclusions, to 
ties, than it has ever been m any an 
before. It Is not a foolish or idle boas 
to say that the intelligence- in th 
word at the present time is highe 
than it has ever b. en The -i miliar 
has been elevated The school boils 
has I..-.-. i boriK Hi" child l-..t erosse 

unsuspected in other ages have bee 
discovered, and for those reason* the 
present age is better qualified to pro 
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nounce upon the things no 
anything about than wer 
that were riaiK with ignorance 
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stition and night. The old peopl > used 



tiling was the more necessary 
to believe it. One of the ar- 
ats, one of the old church 
mi was thin, "1 i.eii.-v. it 

se it is Impossible." All that is 
cd. In place of Ignorance has 
intelligence, In place of dark- 
llght, above night the morning 
lawned and widened into day. 
All the progress this world has ever 
tnanile in any direction has been made 
he Instrumentality of rea- 
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Ihincs that we associate with piety, 
willi the serviie of the gods have 
been factors in the making of this 
world heller. It has been free thought 
■ii the unfettered brain and 



• darin 



•The 



sheltered man. the pathway of pro- 
■:i-.-s~ has been freed from its obst rue- 
lions lien pod there by ignorance, su- 
pers! it ion and fear, and the world baa 
turned its face again towards the 
light. Still another Ideal of free 
thought is that the duty or the re- 
sponsibility of making progress rests 
upon the men and women ihat are 
free. Here again is one of the strik 
ing. the must conspicuous differences 
between the new and the old. The 
old was to accept something ready 
mule Ud make the best of it; the 
new position is tO take the old as it 
is and make it better, and the resptin 
slbility for doing that lies upon us 
We have come to the point Where we 
can honestly relieve God of the re- 
sponsibility of very much of this 
world'! conduct. And in doing that 
w. must take the burden of it upon 
ourselves. It is not sufficient to tell 
our storv of longing and need in the 
of a listening God. It Is rather 
ssary that we should equip and 
ourselves to achieve results and 
rnplish ends, to make the old 
d better. There is coming a time, 
and it is not far away, when the 
world will witness the play, the con- 
flict, perhaps the clash and storm of 
Intellectual forces, such as the past 
never known. The school house 
bear fruit, the university and the 
ge, practically free, are to make 
iselves known in the intellectual 
... of the people. These are new 
inslit tit ions, notably the school house 
„ generation ago the children had no 
such opportunities as they possess 
now. Twenty five or thirty years ago 
in very many portions of this conn 
try it was looked upon as a little 
doubtful for the fashionable and the 
rich to permit their children to at- 
tend the common schools. They must 
ho s.-nt to private institutions, where 
il.y could be flattered and pandered 
to. Now, for a generation, the rich 
and the poor have met together alike 
in the school house, that altar of 11b- 
• i iv . 'ali.rrrfe efficiency of the school 
has been constantly raised. In a few 
generations more and, perhaps, in a 
lime much nearer that these things 
will begin to bear the legitimate fruit. 
In other words, we will have multi- 
plied ten thousand, thousand times 
the intellectual energy, activity and 
capacity of the people. We shall no 
longer be swayed by terror, or sub- 
jected by fear, or carried away by fa 
natioism or partisanship. Every man 
will have to be reckoned with at the 
bar of intellect and free thought. 
Then all these questions will be up 
again, questions that are by no means 
eitled vat Old propositions will 
have to be restated; civilization, so- 
on n. custom, code and creed will all 
be called upon to give an account of 
ineinselves in the judgment day of 
reason. The only safety, the only 
guarantee of the well-being of men, 
when that time comes, Is In the ab 
solute, fearless freedom of every 
mind. There will be then no oppor- 
tunity for fanaticism, there will be 
then no stampeding of the peopl 
against Hiings that appeal to the sei 
timent or the passion, but when tli 
people are once persuaded .and eac 
persuaded for himself, there will be 
no power of evil ,or oppression or 
Injnatlce that can for a day stand 
against that august and till but in 
linite power. Our safety does not lie 
in religion for religion Is failing, it 
does not lie in the church for the 
church says do not think, it says let 
3 pray. Our safety lies in the triiht 
OrthhMM of the reason and ot th. 
miiv between the reason within and 
ie reason without. Everyone of us 

ghtiv Interpreted Is a factor and In- 

gial part of the universal Intelli- 
gence. We oan only be loyal and 
lnl e to the responsibility laid upon 
(erOHM that power of rea- 



The final Ideal of free thought is to 

now." U lt is really the only one that 
cone, ins us much. Some other time, 

iher where, there may be other 

wo'l.ls and other problems, and. per- 
haps other responsibilities, but for 
,1 e present all those things are here. 
Any creed or any Institution that lays 
upon struggling men and worn— ' 
burden and attempt* or profess 
compensate then) by giving thi 
sight draft on pleasures In some 

world is more than an obstruction 
ami a hindrance, it Is from the 
tional standpoint a positive crime. 
Hunk thai anv man who rents a grave 
,„■ a catacomb to somebody to place 
the body of his dead and charges him 
an annual rental and in consideration 
also of the price paid for the resting 
place of the dead, agrees to say a coi- 
tion number of prayers for the repose 
of his soul, and that when the man 
whose dead sleeps there Is no longer 
able to keep up the rent of the catu 
comb and defaults in the payment 
therefore, and the man who has been 
receiving the rsntais not only tak 
i he body out atxl leaves It unhurii 
hut threatens Hie pool- 
will, leaving tl 
hell because L- 
prayers for him without pay, I 
that approaches an indictable ol 



^ MY PRICES & 
For C OMPAR ISON 

& In 1,2. 3 or 4 Ounc»Sllv«rln« Screw Caiai Prapald *> 



Deuber-Hampden, 18 eize, "Special R.— Way, 23 Jls., $32; same 
21 Jls., $24; "New R. — Way," 23 jls., $26; "John Hancock" 21 Jls., 
$21; "Deuber W. Co.," 21 jls., $19; same, 17 jls., $16. 

Elgin; "Veritas," 23 jls., $29; same, or "No. 149," "150," "181," 
all 21 jls., $25; "Father Time," 21 jls., or new "B. V/. Raymond," 19 
Jls., $20; "Raymond," 17 jls., $18.50. 

Waltham; "Vanguard," 23 jls., $29; same, 21 Jls.. $25; "Crescent 
Str.," 21 Jls.. $?0; "Appleton, Tracey & Co.," "Premier" (new) 17 Jls., 
$18.50; same (not "Premier,") 17 jls., nickel, $16. 

The above guaranteed to pass R. Way Inspectors. 

Waltham, "P. S. Bartlett," or Elgin "Wheeler" 17 jls., nickel, ao- 
justed, $11; same, gilt, $9; sarre, Hampden, nickel, $10. Elgin, 
Waltham or Hampden, nickel, 15 jls., $7; Elgin or Waltham, nickel, 
7 jls. (non-catchable hair-spring), $5; Hampden, 7 jls., gilt $4.60; 
'Standard" or "Century," $3. 

The above in gold-filled screw cases, guaranteed twenty years. 
$3.50, or in hunting $5.50 more. In 25-year screw cases, $6, or hunt- 
ing $8.50 more than silverine cases. 

THE IDEAL GENTLEMAN'S WATCH 

Small (12) size, Hampden, elegant, artistic hand-chased, or "en- 
gine-burned 1 ' ("Juergensen" style — always nice), gold-filled hunting 
case, guaranteed 25 years, "Gen'l Stark," 15 Jls., $15; "Deuber Grand" 
17 jls., adjusted, $17.50; "John Hancock," 21 jls., extra fine, $28.50; 
in open face hinged case 50 cts.. screw case $1 less. 

All watches guaranteed new, perfect; cases latest designs, hand 
chased (no die work "engraving") and accompanied by m'f'rs and my 
guarantee. I pay freight, and watches kept in order one year if 

We "send d 'for prices of ladles' 16 size, solid gold, silver and other 
watches not listed above, Diamonds, Opals, Silver, Plated and Opti- 
cal goods, Music Boxes, Jewelry, Chains. Clocks, Freethought and 
other badges, Ingersoll Spoons and my tract "Theism in the Cru- 
cible," free. 

OTTO WETTSTEIN 

La Grange, 111. 
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Illinois 

Central 

Railroad 



—VERY LOW ONE WAY RATES VIA— 




California 

And tHe Northwest Daily to June 15 1 ?° 3 

THROUGH PERSONALLY CONDUCTED EXCURSION SLEEP, 

ERS TO* CMLir^r^; T^XA«»7»«r-V" M»«» ^ Mf > 

TWICE A WEEK. 

REDUCED ONE-WAY COLONIST AND HOME SEEKERS' EX- 
CURSION RATES TO POINTS SOUTH AND WEST FIRSX^ND 
THIRD TUESDAYS IN EACH MONTH. WRITE THE UNDER- 
SIGNED FOR CIRCULAR DESCRIPTIVE OF LANDS IN THE 
SOUTH. ASK LOCAL TICKET AGENTS FOR THROUGH TICK- 
ETS AND FURTHER INFORMATION, OR ADDRESS 

F. W. HARLOW 

Division Passenger Agent 

Louisville Kentucky 



VERY LOW ONE-WAY AND ROUND 
TRIP RATES TO THE NORTH- 
WEST , 

Northern Pacfic Railway 

ONE WAY COLONIST RATES ON SALE 

UNTIL JUNE. 15. 1903 

ROUND TRIP HOMESEEKERS TICKETS ON SALE FIRST AND 
THIRD TUESDAYS, APRIL, MAY AND JUNE, AT RATE OF ONE 
FARE PLUS $2.00 FOR ROUND TRIP 
FOR RATES, DETAILS AND GENERAL INFORMATION WRITE TO 

CHARLES 5. FEE, 

GENERAL PASSENGER AND TICKET AGENT 

Saint Paul, Minn. 

Correspondence and inquiries are given our prompt attention. 



I think it DSsn a SrfaS. ir the Free 

TliinU. r li;is liny mi- sm. ur<- snrivd 

holy in ihiM world than (mother 



rto"\vnu- article:; let them Rend" In let- 
ters, ihowlng the advance of Ration- 
alism in their own minds, giving m- 
• limn of religions anil sociological 



slant to stuiul between him and tin 
infinite The time of the msdlstori 
is gone, they ere needed no longer. 
We .Ii maud in the rl»--lit of Inimam be- 
ings, of ratlOM] creatures, we de- 
nial,, in the riulit of the children ol 
the Infinite a |i< isonal audience with 
Hi e most high Cod ■'Salvation e n..t 
begg. d or DOUght. Too long this sel- 

Oeh hope suSleed, too long men reek- 
ed in lawless thought and leaned up- 
on a tortured Ohrtst; like ibriTslt d 

leaves the worn out creeds are full- 
ing from religions tree; ...S world 
!„...(!,» io I, now its need:-., and souls 



TO THE BLADE CLUB 



send In articles on any subjects Ho y 
may (elect bearing upon the princi 
plM „t Free Thought, for which we 
are hauling. ThoBe who do not wish 



i- 1 helpful 



nd 



This 



will 
all I 



club and v 

in touch with each other ,and with 
all Tne Blade readers. 

Open correspondence with such 
members of the club as you may e 



Hlarie and suggestions 

for the advancement of our cause, 
greeting and best wishes to all the 
members of the club. Let us hear 
from you through The Blade. 
Fraternally. 
JOSEPHINE K. HENRY. 
Versailles, Ky. 



Ing: 

1 have lived ami I have loved, 

I have waked and I have slept, 

I have snug and I have danced, 

I nave smiled and I have wept, 

1 have won and wasted treasure, 

I have had my llll of pleasure, 

And all these things, but two things, 

Were emptineei and pain 

And Love it was the best of them 

And Sleep worth all the rest of them. 

JOSEPHINE K. HENRY. 



